98       LEARNING TO LIVE, AND TO LIVE WITH OTHERS
PREADOLESCENTS EXPAND THEIR SOCIAL IDEAS
We enjoy those who are like us. A boy, seeking com-
panions of his own age, plays ball, tennis, badminton, or other
games with his friends. He may visit with them in their
homes. Such experiences are learning ones; through them
many things, such as respect for regulations and rules, for
leadership, and for good sportsmanship, may be accomplished.
The boy has practice in adapting to other people and in work-
ing out solutions to new situations. The more real the situa-
tions are the more challenging they become because the
child's capacities for reasoning and seeing relationships are ex-
panding. Now the kinds of responsibilities and freedom
which are based on self-discipline and a beyond-the-self point
of view can be assumed. For example, a boy in these years
may show his understanding and his friendliness by being
considerate of his companions in the games or in working
with them, or may show respect to a neighbor by not running
across his lawn—expressing in each instance respect for the
personality and the rights of others.
We should try to understand those about whom we fenow
little. A way to increase understanding and develop friendli-
ness is to try to appreciate those with whom we come in con-
tact who seem to be different from us. We can respect their
ways of living, their opinions, their property, and their rights;
by taking an interest in their welfare we can learn to like
them.
Social attitudes are learned in school as elsewhere. The
philosophy of life which a teacher holds will largely determine
the social attitudes of the children working with her because
pfejudiees are learned from other people. The young child
is not prejudiced, but he reacts to the emotions, attitudes, and
actions of others even though actual words may not be used.
He may tegin to develop prejudices if others have them. The
manner in which social studies, geography, science, and gov-
eiOTaeiil~4o mention a few subjects—are taught influences
tie dcftFs attitudes toward other people.

